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Wild oat is a problem in tame oat because it is the most troublesome weed in Western Canada and no herbicides exist to selectively remove it from tame oat. Despite this lack of chemical weed control, there are several agronomic methods which can reduce potential yield and quality losses from wild oat in oat. Each wild oat that emerges with tame oat will reduce oat yield by approximately 0.5%. Wild oats that emerge after the oat emerges are much less competitive with oat and should not normally be a concern for the farmer. Wild oat competition reduces oat quality primarily through admixture contamination with the oat although the test weight and percentage of plump kernels is often slightly reduced. Wild oat can be avoided with delayed seeding; however, often this can result in quality losses in oat. Because of this quality reduction and the reduced yield potential with delayed seeding, it is not a recommended practice. Commonly grown oat varieties tend not to differ in competitive ability with wild oat, although some forage types are more competitive. Modern oat varieties have better yield potential under organic conditions compared to older heritage oat varieties. Recent breeding efforts are attempting to incorporate competitive traits into adapted lines with good quality characteristics. Increasing oat seeding rate when wild oat is present can increase oat yield and quality when wild oat is present. In some cases oat physical quality does decrease from doubling seeding rate, however the reductions in quality are generally small. Seeding oat from large seeds reduces the biomass and seed production of wild oat. Nitrogen management has no effect on the competitive balance of oat and wild oat as it increases growth equally in both species. Oat is as tolerant to in-crop harrowing as other cereals, however the selectivity of oat and wild oat to in-crop harrowing is similar; therefore it does not normally provide good weed control. The relative effect of combining agronomic tactics on weed control is usually additive and therefore combining several tactics should result in greater oat quality and yield when wild oat is present. 

