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Oats are an important crop worldwide.  They are used as cereal, feed grain, green or conserved fodder. In Morocco, they occupy 82 000 ha and are cultivated in the rainfed areas.  Due to their importance, INRA-Morocco has initiated a national programme in 1980s to select and register new oat varieties from introduced material. Currently, around 16 cultivated oat varieties are registered in the official catalogue of INRA. Most of these varieties were selected from the Quaker International Oat Nurseries (Quaker-ION) after being tested under Moroccan soil and climate conditions. Since INRA has started oat national programme, it received annually a nursery of around 200 lines from Quaker-ION. From the received material, we succeeded to select around 17% of the total nursery annually, and the selected material is integrated in the national oat breeding programme and tested in advanced trials at different locations.
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