Minutes of the American Oat Workers Conference Business Meeting
July 23, 2006, Fargo, North Dakota
The meeting was called to order by Paul Murphy, Chair.

(1) Minutes of the last meeting of the AOWC, held May 7, 2002, Wilmington, North Carolina.

· The minutes were approved as printed in the 2002 Oat Newsletter, Vol.48.

(2) Oat Newsletter Report

· Current “Acting Editor” Jean-Luc Jannink reported that the deadline for the 2006 Oat Newsletter would be in September to allow inclusion of the minutes and Proceedings of the 2006 AOWC meeting.

· Jean-Luc proposed that in addition to abstracts of the 2006 AOWC meeting that PowerPoint presentations by speakers be posted on the web site subject to consent of each speaker.  The idea was enthusiastically accepted.  He will contact each speaker for permission prior to posting their presentations.

(3) Uniform Regional and Other Test Nurseries

· Uniform Early and Midseason Oat Performance Nurseries:  Howard Rines, nursery coordinator, announced plans to add to the annual nursery reports a listing of recent cultivar releases that had been tested as experimental lines in previous nurseries with the experimental line number and years of inclusion in the respective nurseries.  There was a consensus that such a list for recent releases from all the North American programs would be of general value with postings or web site connections in the Oat Newsletter, GrainGenes, and POOL and updated as frequently as possible.  Howard will explore the idea further with Dave Matthews and Nick Tinker.  Complete reports of the Uniform Early and Midseason Oat Nursery reports are now being posted with Dave Matthews help at:  http://wheat.pw.usda.gov/ggpages/UE-MOPN.html.    

· Uniform Winterhardiness Nursery:  David Livingston, nursery coordinator, put forth a request for oat workers at more northerly locations to grow the winterhardiness nursery because complete survival is frequently observed at current locations.  If interested, contact Dave at: dpl@unity.ncsu.edu
· Uniform Winter Oat Yield Nursery: David Marshall, nursery coordinator, was not present, but questions or information on the nursery should be directed to him at: david_marshall@ncsu.edu  

· Special “Head-row Nursery”:  Steve Harrison, nursery coordinator, has organized a regional nursery for early generation cooperative screening of 15-100 entries per program. Information on this nursery can be obtained by contacting Steve at: sharrison@agctr.lsu.edu  

· Special “Partial Crown Rust Resistance Nursery”:  Mike Bonman, nursery coordinator, indicated plans to continue this nursery evaluating candidate lines for partial crown rust resistance in multiple locations.  Information about this nursery can be obtained by contacting Mike at: mbonman@uidaho.edu
(5) Distinguished Service to Oat Improvement Awards

· Jennifer Mitchell-Fetch, chair of the awards committee that included Fred Kolb and Bruce Roskens, reported that the following had been selected by vote of the AOWC Committee as 2006 recipients of the AOWC Distinguished Service to Oat Improvement Award:  Ronald Barnett, David Hoffman, Solomon Kibite, Art McElroy, Stephen Molnar, and David Peterson.  Biographical write-ups detailing their contributions are presented elsewhere in the Newsletter.

(6) Oat Germplasm Committee

· The crop germplasm committees provide “sound information and authoritative recommendations” to the National Plant Germplasm System of USDA regarding acquisition, conservation, and use of germplasm.  Current members of the Oat Germplasm Committee include Michael McMullen, chair, Harold Bockelman (ex-officio), Don Obert, Jean-Luc Jannink, Paul Murphy, Greg Shaner, Doug Doehlert, Deon Stuthman, Marty Carson, Kay Simmons (ex-officio), and Ken Richards (ex-officio Canadian representative).  This committee will meet directly following the AOWC business meeting with information published elsewhere in the Oat Newsletter.

(7) Future Site Selection and Nominating Committee

· Brian Rossnagel, chair of the committee with Deon Stuthman, Rick Schwein, and Trevor Pizzey as members, moved acceptance of the invitation by Steve Harrison to host the 2010 AOWC meeting at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  It will likely be in mid April. The motion was seconded and unanimously passed. The University of Saskatoon has made a tentative offer to host the 2014 AOWC meeting.

· The nominating Committee put forth the following slate for the 2006-2010 AOWC Committee:

Chairman        Steve Harrison

Chair-Elect     Brian Rossnagel

Past Chairman   Paul Murphy

Secretary       Michael Bonman

Ed. Oat Newsletter      Jean-Luc Jannink

Northeast USA   Mark Sorrells

North Central USA       Deon Stuthman

Western USA     Donald Obert

Southern        Ben Edge

USDA-ARS        Kay Simmons

East Canada     Art McElroy

Western Canada  James Chong

Agric & Agri-Food Canada        Jeff Stewart ?  to be confirmed 

Mexico  Jose Salmeron

Member-at large          Steve Shirtliffe

Member-at large         Dave Marshall

Member-at large         Trevor Pizzey

Industry        Bruce Roskens
The committee moved, it was seconded, and unanimously passed to accept the nominated slate.

(8) Resolutions

· Paul Murphy presented the following on behalf of the Resolutions Committee (Deon Stuthman, chair):

· #1. Whereas this has been a most successful, educational, and enjoyable American Oat Workers Conference, held here in the fair city of Fargo, North Dakota, and whereas this success has been largely due to the excellent organization provided by Drs. Douglas Doehlert and Michael S. McMullen aided by their colleagues Angela Sebelius, Diego Vialro, Bob Bauman, Edie Nelson, Angie Ostensen, Sanjay Jyoti and Yousaf Khan; therefore be it resolved that the American Oat Workers Conference participants express their sincere appreciation to Doug, Mike, and colleagues for their efforts in hosting the conference.
· #2 Whereas PepisCo/Quaker, General Mills, Can-Oat Milling, Grain Millers Inc., ConAgra Food Ingredients, Farmers Grain Dealers Inc and the North Dakota State University Plant Sciences Department generously provided financial support for this conference; therefore be it resolved that the Conference participants gratefully acknowledge these contributions. 

· #3 Whereas Dr. Howard Rines has worked diligently as Secretary to the American Oat workers Conference Committee for the past  12 years, providing vital expertise and continuity to the Committee; be it resolved that the AOWC extends its sincere thanks to Howard for his exemplary work and welcome Michael Bonman’s acceptance of future responsibilities in this position. 

· #4 Whereas Dr. Paul Murphy has faithfully served the American Oat Workers Conference as chair and Dr. Fred Kolb as past-chair for the past four years, be it resolved that the members of AOWC extend their sincere appreciation for their leadership during this period and welcome Steve Harrison’s acceptance of future responsibilities in these positions.

(9) Other

· Deon Stuthman issued a special invitation to all to the 2008 International Oat Workers Conference Meeting to be held June 28-July 2, 2008, at the Minneapolis Radisson Hotel & Conference Center.

(10) The meeting was adjourned by the new chair, Steve Harrison.


Reported by


Howard Rines,

AOWC Secretary

