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Arnel R. Hallauer International Symposium on Plant Breeding

17-22 August 2003, Mexico City, Mexico

Arnel R. Hallauer International Symposium on Plant Breeding

Modern plant breeding has improved the livelihoods of hundreds of millions in our era. If farmers had to produce today's grain harvests using crop varieties from, say, the 1960s, they would need millions of hectares more land than is now used. The environmental costs alone would represent a significant reduction in the quality of human life from that of today. 

Plant breeding actually began in neolithic times, when women collected and later sowed seed of plants they liked. But it was not until the re-encounter with Mendel’s discoveries thousands of years later that the genetic basis of breeding was understood. Developments since then have provided further insight into how genes acting alone, or in concert with other genes and the environment, result in a particular phenotype. Application of this knowledge has been enhanced through the use of advanced field plot designs, statistical procedures, information technology, field and lab equipment, and, more recently, molecular markers. Genomics and transgenics promise to move plant breeding in previously unimaginable directions that could greatly benefit humankind, but who controls the intellectual property of breeding and how will this affect progress and the sharing of useful products?

To help assess the state of the art and science of plant breeding and future prospects for this activity—as well as to honor an outstanding scientist, plant breeder, teacher, and humanitarian of our time, Dr. Arnel R. Hallauer—CIMMYT and Iowa State University are pleased to announce the 

Arnel R. Hallauer International Symposium on Plant Breeding 

When: 17-22 August 2003

Where: Mexico City, Mexico

Participants and topics. The event will bring together a stellar group of international speakers, all recognized experts in plant breeding, to cover topics including the contributions and basic principles of plant breeding, genetic resources and plant breeding, public and private interactions, cropping system-based approaches, participatory plant breeding, stress tolerance breeding, breeding for grain quality, plant breeding education, and breeding for self- and cross-pollinated crops or vegetatively propagated species. We expect hundreds of participants from all over the world. Space will be limited, so indicate your interest as soon as possible!

Types of presentations. In addition to oral presentation by invited speakers, there will be plenary sessions for volunteered posters on symposium topics. A special ceremony will honor Dr. Hallauer, retiring after 42 years of dedication and professional accomplishments. Abstracts of all presentations, oral or poster, will be published in a book for distribution at the event. Invited presentations will be published afterwards in a proceedings. 

Important date: 31 July 2002. This is the deadline for the symposium organizing committee to receive written statements of interest (via mail, e-mail, or fax) from participants. Upon receipt, the committee will send detailed information on the program, registration procedures, costs, travel, visas, abstracts, and poster presentations. 

You are cordially invited to the symposium.  Please bring this announcement to the attention of other scientists who may wish to participate. Limited financial support is available for selected candidates from developing countries. The organizing committee will select participants who need financial support based on the quality of information they propose to present, timely receipt of the abstract, and the availability of funds.

Julien de Meyer

Chair, Organizing Committee

Arnel Hallauer International Symposium on Plant Breeding

CIMMYT

Apdo. Postal 6-641

06600 Mexico, D.F.

MEXICO

Tel: +52 55 5804 2004   Fax: +52 55 5804 7558

E-mail: j.demeyer@cgiar.org

Internet: www.cimmyt.org 

Dr. Arnel R. Hallauer is a retired distinguished professor of Iowa State University, a member of the National Academy of Science, and a member of the US Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service's Science Hall of Fame. Hallauer has influenced plant breeders around the world through his teachings, publications, and breeding accomplishments. His book, Quantitative Genetics in Maize Breeding, is considered a standard textbook for corn breeders. He also discovered the key role of additive genetic effects and established full-sib reciprocal recurrent selection as the most effective breeding method for maize. Maize inbred lines derived from Hallauer's research produce an estimated US$1 billion per year for the American farmer and are used in all major temperate maize areas, including those in Europe and China.

CIMMYT is an international, non-profit research and training organization that helps maize and wheat farmers in nearly 100 developing countries to produce more and to use their agricultural resources more effectively. The center's main products are improved varieties of maize and wheat, information on practices that make maize and wheat cropping systems more productive and efficient, technical and other assistance, and opportunities for practical training in breeding, crop management, and seed production, among other topics. CIMMYT works with and through public research programs, universities, private companies, non-government organizations, and farmer associations.

Iowa State University of Science and Technology is a public land-grant institution serving the people of Iowa, the USA, and the world through its interrelated programs of instruction, research, extension, and professional service. With an institutional emphasis upon areas related to science and technology, the University carries out its traditional mission of discovering, developing, disseminating, and preserving knowledge.

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

(PLACE AN "X" IN THE APPROPRIATE SPACE)

/  / Yes, I am interested in attending the "Arnel R. Hallauer International Symposium on Plant Breeding," 17-22 August 2003.

/  / I am interested in attending the symposium and plan to present a poster on the following topic (main topics are included below as a guide; WRITE THE PROPOSED TITLE OF YOUR POSTER[S] HERE):

[MAIN TOPICS: * The contributions of plant breeding * Basic principles of plant breeding * Genetic resources and plant breeding * Public and private interactions * Cropping system-based approaches to breeding * Participatory plant breeding * Stress tolerance breeding * Breeding for grain quality * Plant breeding education * Breeding for self- and cross-pollinated crops or vegetatively propagated species * Defining and achieving plant breeding goals * Integrating tools and information for more efficient plant breeding]

/  / I need financial support to participate in the symposium (only for participants from developing countries who cannot obtain funding elsewhere). 

(COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:)

Name:

Title:

Mailing address:

Country:

Zip/Pin code:

Tel:

Fax:

E-mail: 
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