
December 1, 2009 
 
Announcement: Ph.D. Graduate Fellowships in Plant Breeding 
 
The Plant Breeding Genetics and Biotechnology (PBGB) Program at Michigan State 
University (MSU) is seeking a highly qualified applicant to complete a Ph.D. program in 
plant breeding beginning fall semester, 2010.  Funding for these graduate fellowships is 
provided by Monsanto in a collaboration between MSU and South Dakota State University. 
This program is designed to prepare the next generation of plant breeders and leaders of 
breeding programs to have an appreciation and understanding of global markets, needs and 
breeding objectives, and to develop the critical thinking skills needed to direct plant 
breeding research. Fellowships will include professional development and guest scholar 
opportunities with Monsanto in addition to potential interaction with the wheat breeding 
programs at South Dakota State University.  Fellowship stipends are competitive and will 
include tuition waivers and budgeted funds for travel. Preference will be given to students 
who have completed an M.S. in Plant Breeding and/or a related field. 
 
MSU’s PBGB program is nearing its twenty-fifth anniversary and is an internationally 
recognized training center for plant breeding, 
http://www.hrt.msu.edu/pbgp/admissions.html. Our strength lies in diversity, which includes 
participation by 24 scientists in five departments across two colleges. We focus on over 20 
agronomic, vegetable, and fruit crops using both conventional and molecular technologies.  
Included are 11 active field-based breeding programs that advance germplasm and release 
varieties.  In addition, the PBGB program draws upon the immense strengths of the larger 
MSU plant sciences community, which includes eminent faculty both in basic sciences and 
in disciplines dedicated to solving real-world problems.  Included are 120 tenured and 
tenure stream faculty with expertise - everything from genes to landscapes and from 
molecules to ecosystems. 
 
To be considered for a fellowship, send an application, transcripts and three references in 
addition to an essay (1-2 page) on your views of a career in plant breeding to Ms. Rita 
House (house@msu.edu) graduate secretary, Plant Breeding, Genetics and Biotechnology 
Interdepartmental Graduate Program.  Applications received by January 4th may also be 
eligible for other scholarships within the university, and therefore early application is 
strongly encouraged. Application cutoff date is January 31, 2010.   
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