
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT

Ref: SC/T4/04/2006
Senior Scientist – Animal health
General: The International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) is an international not-for-profit research and capacity building institution supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).  ILRI works at the crossroads of livestock and poverty, bringing high-quality science and capacity-building to bear on poverty reduction and sustainable development for poor livestock keepers and their communities.  ILRI’s headquarter is located in Nairobi, Kenya, where this position will be based, but it maintains a principle research campus in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
The position: ILRI is recruiting a Senior Scientist to join the Biotechnology Theme that seeks to improve the understanding of the genetic diversity and enhanced utilization of indigenous animal genetic resources; and to reduce disease and environmental risks to these resources through the development of vaccines and diagnostics, better feeds and identification as well as utilization of specific genetic traits. The animal health research which has previously focused on development of technologies (principally vaccines and diagnostics) is being expanded to include work aimed at understanding animal health constraints in broader production systems contexts and to generate and facilitate application of technologies that can support/stimulate trade in livestock and livestock products.  New areas will also include adaptation or improvement of existing technologies to improve their effectiveness/relevance and analysis of institutional issues that constrain delivery of animal health technologies in developing countries. The successful candidate is expected to provide high level leadership for this expanded portfolio.
Specific duties include: 
· Leading and developing an extensive portfolio of research projects which aim, among others, to: a) develop strategies/methodologies for antigen identification and formulation of vaccines and diagnostics for developing countries; b)Improve or adapt existing animal health technologies for developing country settings to enhance their relevance for low-input farming systems; c)Improve understanding of failures of animal health technologies and strategies in developing countries with a view to developing alternative approaches; d) identify and seek to find solutions to technological constraints to trade in livestock and livestock products; and  e)Contribute to the optimization of institutional arrangements to facilitate animal health technology delivery in developing countries 
· Managing project funds and resources and, leading identification and acquisition of new funding sources.  

· Managing a research team consisting of scientists, postdoctoral fellows, graduate students and technicians.

· Developing and maintaining a wide range of external partnerships in collaborative research projects with Advanced Research Institutes and National Research Institutes in the developing and developed world as well as participatory research approaches requiring direct interaction with farmers. 

Location: This position will be based in ILRI –Nairobi, Kenya 
The successful candidate will have:

· A PhD degree or equivalent, with appropriate specialization in animal health with a focus on either vaccines or diagnostics and at least 10 years relevant experience in research management obtained in a dynamic research setting,. 

· International recognition for research innovation and leadership in animal health.

· A track record of successful research with proven ability to adapt rapidly and develop successful projects to tackle new research challenges across a broad spectrum of animal health research and in obtaining significant funding to run large and complex research projects and programs.

· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and the ability to perform in a multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural research environment. 

· Fluency in spoken and written English essential and a significant publication record is required.

· Understanding of a) the essential elements of vaccine and/or diagnostics research platforms that are established to tackle generic (disease and food safety) problems; b)livestock production systems in developing countries, especially in relation to animal health constraints in a broader systems context; and c)Knowledge of critical issues in the broad area of integrated disease control are desired. 

Terms of appointment:  Initial appointment is for three years with the possibility of renewal, contingent upon individual performance and the availability of funding. ILRI offers a competitive remuneration package paid in US dollars.  
Applications: Applicants should send a cover letter (quoting Ref: SC/T4/04/2006), curriculum vitae and the names and addresses (including telephone, fax and email) of three referees who are knowledgeable about the candidate’s professional qualifications and work experience, to the Head of Human Resources, ILRI, P.O. Box 30709 00100, Nairobi, Kenya; Telephone: 254-020-4223000; Fax: 254-020-4223001; e-mail: recruit-ilri@cgiar.org. The name and reference number of the position for which the application is made should be clearly marked on the envelopes of mailed, or on the fax or email applications.  The application deadline is: 19th May 2006
To find more about ILRI, visit our Website at http://www.ilri.org
ILRI is an equal opportunity employer.

Qualified women and professionals from developing countries are particularly encouraged to apply.
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