OATS TO BENEFIT FROM COLLABORATIVE FUNDING “ Senova

The news that oats are to receive a substantial research funding boost from a consortium
headed by BBSRC has been welcomed by independent seeds specialist Senova.

“There is growing recognition not only of the health benefits associated with oats but that
their unique properties can be further enhanced through genetic advancement and this
public private partnership will go a long way to deliver that improvement”. says Chris Green
of Senova.

“With industry supporting the £1.7 million BBSRC grant, this research project will be critical
to ensure that crop productivity, quality and nutritional value in oats can increase further
and provide a viable crop options for British growers adding to diversity. There’s been a bias
towards wheat and barley in recent years,” he notes. “But despite that, the innovation that’s
been taking place with oats with the development of new oat products, for human
consumption, pharmaceutics, cosmetics and in livestock feeds, has been outstanding”. The
new funding also means that the highly respected oat breeding team at IBERS will be able to
continue its work into improving the genetics of the crop, using the latest breeding tools and
resources, while driving forward Government policies, he believes.

“That’s because oats offer the biodiversity, sustainability and healthy and nutritious diet
advantages, collective factors that are so important to policy makers.” says Mr Green.

“Their place in future rotations and farm systems is important. Oats should be part of the
solution to the sustainable production of safe and nutritious food.”

He adds that the funding announcement is very timely, as it provides a seamless transition
from the successful Defra QUOATS project, which ended in the latter part of last year.

“That project gave researchers a better understanding of the traits found in oats and their
genetic associations allowing for new techniques to be harnessed accelerating varietal
development. Importantly that project, using new varieties, demonstrated new application
for both ruminant and monogastrics diets. So there is a new era for oats on the horizon.”
added Chris.

The certified health and nutritional benefits of oats — which include the ability to lower
blood cholesterol levels continues to attract much attention and has driven forward product
innovation.

So not surprisingly, there is enormous interest in oats along various supply and value chains.
The introduction of oat-based functional foods has been well received by the consumer
market and has been a breakthrough for the industry.
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“Oats also have a place in livestock and poultry rations, where they can bring financial and
environmental gain” adds Mr Green “Lines with high oil content and a low lignin husk have
been produced by the team at IBERS, and this will open up new opportunities for feed
markets both on farm and in manufacture.”

At the farm level, recent variety introductions have seen yield, agronomic and grain quality
improvements, both in winter and spring oats. Most have received the endorsement of
millers and food manufacturers, who are intent on securing supplies of quality grain.

“The need for growers to change their rotations, to bring in a third crop and include
ecological focus areas, as well as interest in cover crops, will add further momentum to
oats,” ends Mr Green.

For more information contact Chris Green 07540 706247
10 February 2015

BBSRC (Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council) is funded by the
Government Department for Business Innovation and skills with a budget of £484 Million, it
supports around 1,600 scientists and 2,000 research students in Universities and Institutes.
Their vision is to lead world class 21°* Century bioscience promoting innovation in the bio-
economy and realising benefits for society within and beyond the UK.

IBERS (Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences) is part of Aberystwyth
University. Their breeding programmes cover oats, grass and pulses and Senova underpin
the near market oat breeding programme, in return for global rights to commercialise
varieties.
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