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Ph.D. Research Assistantship – Plant Genetics and Breeding, Purdue University
 

Description: Purdue University, West Lafayette, seeks highly motivated applicants for a graduate research assistantship in the Plant Genetics and Breeding program. The successful applicant will conduct basic and applied research on soybean genetics, genomics, and soybean-pathogen interactions. This work will focus on characterization and isolation of novel genes conferring resistance to Phytophthora sojae, a pathogen that causes soybean stem and root rot.  Specific lines of research will include molecular mapping, marker development, gene pyramiding, comparative genomics, positional cloning, and functional analysis.  The student is expected to make presentations at scientific conferences and is required to publish peer-reviewed journal papers from their dissertation research.

 

Qualifications: The successful applicant must hold a Master’s or Bachelor’s degree in Plant Science, Genetics, Plant Pathology, Agronomy, or related field from an accredited institution, and be eligible for admission to the graduate program at Purdue University. Preference will be given to applicants with interest and training/experience in plant molecular genetics, genomics, and plant-pathogen interactions, and who have strong verbal and written communication skills. An excellent academic performance record and a strong work ethic are expected.

 

Compensation: The successful candidate will receive annual stipend plus full support for tuition and fees.  The student must be enrolled full time and meet graduate school expectations in both course work and research each semester to continue receiving support.

 

Application: Prospective students interested in applying this RA position, please email 1) a letter of interest that describes your professional goals and highlights your qualifications; 2) a Curriculum Vitae; and 3) contact information, including email addresses, for three academic or professional references to Dr. Jianxin Ma (maj@purdue.edu; https://ag.purdue.edu/agry/directory/Pages/maj.aspx). More information regarding the qualifications and procedure for applying the graduate program at Purdue and Purdue’s Agronomy department can be found at https://www.purdue.edu/gradschool/; http://www.purdue.edu/purdue/admissions/index.html/
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